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Lysander Spooner

Lysander S‘)Jooner (1808-1887) was a Massachusetts lawyer noted for his
vigorous and brilliant opposition to the encroachment of the State upon the
liberty of the individual. His writings on the unconstitutionality of slavery
influenced pre-Civil War thought. His challenge to the postal monopoly (he set
up a thriving private post) resulted in an ‘Act of Congress sharply reducing
postage rates,

An analysis of Spooner’s views appears in James ]J. Martin's Men Against the
State (DeKalb, 1llinois, 1953; New York, 1957; Colorado Springs, Colorado:
Ralph Myles Publisher, 1970), and in the introductions to No Treason: The Con-
stitution of No Authority and A Letter to Thomas F. Bayard.
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there could be said to be any Union, glorious or inglorious, that was
not voluntary. Or as if there could be said to be any union between
masters and slaves; between those who conquer, and those who
are subjugated.

All these cries of having “abolished slavery,” of having “saved

the country,” of having “preserved the union,” of establishing “a

government of consent,” and of “maintaining the national honor,”
are all gross, shameless, transparent cheats—so transparent that they
ought to deceive no one—when uttered as justifications for the war,
or for the government that has succeeded the war, or for now com-
pelling the people to pay the cost of the war, or for compelling
anybody to support a government that he does not want.

The lesson taught by all these facts is this: As long as mankind
continue to pay “national debts,” so-called—that is, so long as they
are such dupes and cowards as to pay for being cheated, plundered,
enslaved, and murdered—so long there will be enough to lend the
money for those purposes; and with that money a plenty of tools,
called soldiers, can be hired to keep them in subjection. But when
they refuse any longer to pay for being thus cheated, plundered,
enslaved, and murdered, they will cease to have cheats, and usurp-
ers, and robbers, and murderers and blood-money loan-mongers
for masters.®

8[Despite the severity of his language, Spooner deserves recognition as one of
the few observers, in the Muaon ‘immediately after the Civil War, to dis-
miss the simple propaganda that the war was the consequence of the
single-minded objective of abolishing chattel slavery, and to examine at
least in part the deeper material factors involved.]

NO TREASON

APPENDIX.

Inasmuch as the Constitution was never signed, nor agreed to,
by anybody, as a contract, and therefore never bound anybody,
and is now binding upon nobody; and is, moreover, such an one
as no people can ever hereafter be expected to consent to, except
as they may be forced to do so at the point of the bayonet, it is
perhaps of no importance what its true legal meaning, as a con-
tract, is. Nevertheless, the writer thinks it proper to suy that, in
his opinion, the Constitution is nog such instrument as it has gener-
ally been assumed to be; but that by false interpretations, and naked
usurpations, the government has been made in practice a very
widely, and almost wholly, different thing from what the Constitu-
tion itself purports to authorize, He has heretofore written much,
and could write much more, to prove that such is the truth. But
whether the Constitution really be one thing, or another, this much
is certain—that it has either authorized such a government as we
have had, or has been powerless to prevent it. In either case, it is
unfit to exist.
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No Treason 1
The Constitution of No Authority

—-

The Constitution has no inherent authority or obligation. It has
no authority or obligation at all, unless as a contract between man
and man. And it does not so much as even purport to be a contract
between persons now existing. It purports, at most, to be only a
contract between persons living eighty years ago.! And it can be
supposed to have been a contract then only between persons who
had already come to years of discretion, so as to be competent to
make reasonable and obligatory contracts. Furthermore, we know,
historically, that only a small portion even of the people then exist-
ing were consulted on the subject, or asked, or permitted to express
either their consent or dissent in any formal manner. Those persons,
if any, who did give their consent formally, are all dead now. Most
of them have been dead forty, fifty, sixty, or seventy years. And
the Constitution, so far as it was their contract, died with them.
They had no natural power or right to make it obligatory upon
their children. It is not only plainly impossible, in the nature of
things, that they could bind their posterity, but they did not even
attempt to bind them. That is to say, the instrument does not
purport to be an agreement between any body but “the people”
then existing; nor does it, either expressly or impliedly, assert any
right, power, or disposition, on their part, to bind anybody but
themselves. Let us see. Its language is:

We, the people of the United States (that is, the people then
existing in the United States), in order to form a more mvo_.?ﬁ
union, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense,
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselves n:% our erity, do ordain and establish this Constitu-
tion for the United States of America.

It is plain, in the first place, that this language, as an agreement,
purports to be only what it at most really was, viz., a contract
between the people then existing; and, of necessity, binding, as »
contract, only upon those then existing. In the second place, the
language neither expresses nor implies that they had any intention
or desire, nor that they imagined they had any right or power, to
bind their “posterity” to live under it. It does not say that their

'[This essay was written in 1869.]

themselves. In short, the industrial and commercial slavery of the
great body of the people, North and South, black and white, is
the price which these lenders of blood money demand, and insist
upon, and are determined to secure, in return for the money lent
for the war. 4

This programme having been fully arranged and systematized,
they put their sword into the hands of the chief murderer of the
war," and charge him to carry their scheme into effect. And now
he, speaking as their organ, says: “Let us have peace.”

The meaning of this is: Submit quietly to all the robbery and
slavery we have arranged for you, and you can have “peace.” But
in case you resist, the same lenders of blood-money, who furnished
the means to subdue the South, will furnish the means again to
subdue you.

These are the terms on which alone this government, or, with
few exceptions, any other, ever gives “peace” to its people.

The whole affair, on the part of those who furnished the money,
has been, and now is, a deliberate scheme of robbery and murder;
not merely to monopolize the markets of the South, but also to
monopolize the currency, and thus control the industry and trade,
and thus plunder and enslave the laborers, of both North and South.
And Congress and the president are today the merest tools for
these purposes. They are obliged to be, for they know that their
own power, as rulers, so-called, is at an end, the moment their
credit with the blood-money loan-mongers fails. They are like a
bankrupt in the hands of an extortioner. They dare not say nay to
any demand made upon them. And to hide at once, if possible,
both their servility and their crimes, they attempt to divert public
attention, by crying out that they have “Abolished Slaveryl” That
they have “Saved the Countryl” That they have “Preserved our
Glorious Union!” and that, in now paying the “National Debt,”
as they call it (as if the people themselves, all of them who are to
be taxed for its payment, had really and voluntarily joined in con-
tracting it), they are simply “Maintaining the National Honor!”

By “maintaining the national honor,” they mean simply that they
themselves, open robbers and murderers, assume to be the nation,
and will keep faith with those who lend them the money necessary
to enable them to crush the great body of the people under their
teet; and will faithfully appropriate, from the proceeds of their
future robberies and murders, enough to pay all their loans, princi-
pal and interest.

The pretense that the “abolition of slavery” was either a motive
or justification for the war, is a fraud of the same character with
that of “maintaining the national honor.” Who, but such usurpers,
robbers, and murderers as they, ever established slavery? Or what

"[Undoubtedly a reference to General Grant, who had just become president.]
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Nor does a corporation, in legal language, have any “posterity.” It
supposes itself to have, and speaks of itself as having, perpetual
existence, as a single individuality. 74

Moreover, no body of men, existing at any one time, have the
power to create a perpetual corporation. A corporation can become
practically perpetual only by the voluntary accession of new mem-
bers, as the old ones die off. But for this voluntary accession of
new members, the corporation necessarily dies with the death of
those who originally composed it. ‘

Legally speaking, therefore, there is, in the Constitution, nothing
that professes or attempts to bind the “posterity” of those who
established it.

If, then, those who established the Constitution, had no power
to bind, and did not attempt to bind, their posterity, the question
arises, whether their posterity have bound themselves. If they have
done so, they can have done so in only one or both of these two
ways, viz., by voting, and paying taxes,

II.

Let us consider these two matters, voting and tax paying, separate-
ly. And first of voting,

All the voting that has ever taken place under the Constitution,
has been of such a kind that it not only did not pledge the whole
people to support the Constitution, but it did not even pledge any
one of them to do so, as the following considerations show.

1. In the very nature of things, the act of voting could bind no-
body but the actual voters. But owing to the property qualifications
required, it is probable that, during the first twenty or thirty years
under the Constitution, not more than one-tenth, fifteenth, or per.
haps twentieth of the whole population (black and white, men,
women, and minors) were permitted to vote, Consequently, so far
as voting was concerned, not more than one-tenth, fifteenth, or
twentieth of those then existing, could have incurred any obligation
to support the Constitution.?

At the present time,’ it is probable that not more than one-sixth
of the whole population are permitted to vote. Consequently, so
far as voting is concerned, the other five-sixths can have given no
pledge that they will support the Constitution,

2. Of the one-sixth that are permitted to vote, probably not more
than two-thirds (about one-ninth of the whole population) have
usually voted. Many never vote at all. Many vote only once in
two, three, five, or ten years, in periods of great excitement.

No one, by voting, can be said to pledge himself for any longer
period than that for which he votes. If, for example, I vote for an
officer who is to hold his office for only a year, I cannot be said to
have thereby pledged myself to support the government beyond
that term. Therefore, on the ground of actual voting, it probably
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no credentials, or powers of attorney, or any other open, authentic
evidence that they are so; and who notoriously are not so; but are
really only the agents of a secret band of robbers and murderers,
whom they themselves do not know, and have no means of know-
ing, individually; but who, they trust, will openly or secretly, when
the crisis comes, sustain them in all their usurpations and crimes.

What is important to be noticed is, that these so-called presi-
dents, senators, and representatives, these pretended agents of all
“the people of the United States,” the moment their exactions meet
with any formidable resistance from any portion of “the people”
themselves, are obliged, like their co-robbers and murderers in
Europe, to fly at once to the lenders of blood money, for the means
to sustain their power. And they borrow their money on the same
principle, and for the same purpose, viz., to be expended in shoot-
ing down all those “people of the United States”—their own con-
stituents and principals, as they profess to call them—who resist
the robberies and enslavement which these borrowers of the money
are practising upon them. And they expect to repay the loans, if
at all, only from the proceeds of the future robberies, which they
anticipate it will be easy for them and their successors to perpetrate
through a long series of years, upon their pretended principals, if
they can but shoot down now some hundreds of thousands of them,
and thus strike terror into the rest.

Perhaps the facts were never made more evident, in any country
on the globe, than in our own, that these soulless blood-money
loan-mongers are the real rulers; that they rule from the most
sordid and mercenary motives; that the ostensible government, the
presidents, senators, and representatives, so called, are merely their
tools; and that no ideas of, or regard for, justice or liberty had any-
thing to do in inducing them to lend their money for the war. In
proof of all this, look at the following facts,

Nearly a hundred years ago we professed to have got rid of all
that religious superstition, inculcated by a servile and corrupt
priesthood in Europe, that rulers, so called, derived their authority
directly from Heaven; and that it was consequently a religious
duty on the part of the people to obey them. We professed long
ago to have learned that governments could rightfully exist only
by the free will, and on the voluntary support, of those who might
choose to sustain them, We all professed to have known long ago,
that the only legitimate objects of government were the mainten-
ance of liberty and justice equally for all. All this we had pro-
fessed for nearly a hundred years. And we professed to look with
pity and contempt upon those ignorant, superstitious, and enslaved
peoples of Europe, who were so easily kept in subjection by the
frauds and force of priests and kings.

Notwithstanding all this, that we had learned, and known, and
professed, for nearly a century, these lenders of blood money had,
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the contrary, it is to be considered that, in an exigency into which

he had been forced by others, and in which no other means of self-

defence offered, he, as a matter of necessity, used the only one

that was left to him. m\

“Doubtless the most miserable of men, under the most oppres-
sive government in the world, if allowed the ballot, would use it,
if they could see any chance of thereby meliorating their condition.
But it would not, therefore, be a legitimate inference that the gov-
emment itself, that crushes them, was one which they had volun-
tarily set up, or even consented to.

“Therefore, a man's voting under the Constitution of the United
States, is not to be taken as evidence that he ever freely assented to
the Constitution, even for the time being. Consequently we have no

f that any <o..<~huﬁo portion, even of the actual voters of the
nited States, ever y and voluntarily consented to the Constitu-
tion, even for the time wnﬁm. Nor can we ever have such proof,
until every man is left perfectly free to consent, or not, without
thereby subjecting himself or his property to be disturbed or in-
jured w.< others.”

As we can have no legal knowledge as to who votes from choice,
and who from the necessity thus forced upon him, we can have
no legal knowledge, as to any particular individual, that he voted
from choice; or, consequently, that by voting, he consented, or
pledged himself, to support the government. Legally speaking,
therefore, the act of voting utterly fails to pledge any one to sup-
port the government. It utterly fails to prove that the government
rests upon the voluntary support of anybody. On general principles
of law and reason, it cannot be said that the government has any
voluntary supporters at all, until it can be distinctly shown who
its voluntary supporters are,

4. As taxation is made compulsory on all, whether they vote or
not, a large proportion of those who vote, no doubt do so to pre-
vent their own money being used against themselves; when, in fact,
they would have gladly abstained from voting, if they could there-
by have saved themselves from taxation alone, to say nothing of
being saved from all the other usurpations and tyrannies of the
government. To take a man’s property without his consent, and then
to infer his consent because he attempts, by voting, to prevent that
property from being used to his injury, is a very insufficient proof
of his consent to support the Constitution. It is, in fact, no proof
at all. And as we can have no legal knowledge as to who the par-
ticular individuals are, if there are any, who are willing to be taxed
for the sake of voting, we can have no legal knowledge that any
particular individual consents to be taxed for the sake of voting; or,
consequently, consents to support the Constitution.

5. At nearly all elections, votes are given for various candidates
for the same office. Those who vote for the unsuccessful candidates
cannot properly be said to have voted to sustain the Constitution.
They may, with more reason, be supposed to have voted, not to
support the Constitution, but specially to prevent the tyranny which
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and are now ready to lend money in the same way agun to any
other robber and murderer, called an emperor or a king, who, they
think, is likely to be successful in his robberies and murders, and
able to pay a good price for the money necessary to carry them on,

This business of lending blood-money is one of the most
thoroughly sordid, cold-blooded, and criminal that was ever carried
on, to any considerable extent, amongst human beings, It is like
lending money to slave traders, or to common robbers and pirates,
to be repaid out of their plunder. And the men who loan money
to governments, so called, for the purpose of enabling the latter
to rob, enslave, and murder their people, are among the greatest
villains that the world has ever seen. And they as much deserve to
be hunted and killed (if they cannot otherwise be got rid of) as
any slave traders, robbers, or pirates that ever lived,

'‘When these emperors and kings, so-called, have obtained their
loans, they proceed to hire and train immense numbers of profes-
sional murderers, called soldiers, and employ them in shooting down
all who resist their demands for money. In fact, most of them
keep large bodies of these murderers constantly in their service,
as their only means of enforcing their extortions. There ure now, 1
think, four or five millions of these professional murderers con-
stantly employed by the so-called sovereigns of Europe. The en-
slaved people are, of course, forced to support and pay all these
murderers, as well as to submit to all the other extortions which
these murderers are emoloved to enforce.

It is only in this way that most of the so-called governments of
Europe are maintained. These so-called governments are in reality
only great bands of robbers and murderers, organized, disciplined,
and constantly on the alert. And the so-called sovereigns, in these
different governments, are simply the heads, or chiefs, of different
bands of robbers and murderers. And these heads or chiefs are
dependent upon the lenders of blood-money for the means to carry
on their robberies and murders. They could not sustain themselves
a moment but for the loans made to them by these blood-money
loan-mongers. And their first care is to maintain their credit with
them; for they know their end is come, the instant their credit with
them fails. Consequently the first proceeds of their extortions are
scrupulously applied to the payment of the interest on their loans.

In addition to paying the interest on their bonds, they perhaps
grant to the holders of them great monopolies in banking, like the
Banks of England, of France, and of Vienna; with the agreement
that these banks shall furnish money whenever, in sudden emer-
gencies, it may be necessary to shoot down more of their people.
Perhaps also, by means of tariffs on competing imports, they give
great monopolies to certain branches of industry, in which these
lenders of blood-money are engaged. They also, by unequal taxa-
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and murderers, the general fact that our government is practically
carried on by means of such voting, only proves that there is. among
us a secret band of robbers, tyrants and murderers, whose purpose
is to rob, enslave, and, so far as necessary to accomplish their pur-
poses, murder, the rest of the people. The simple fact of the exis-
tence of such a band does nothing towards proving that “the people
of the United States,” or any one of them, voluntarily supports the
Constitution. /10

For all the reasons that have now been given, voting furnishes
no legal evidence as to who the particular individuals are (if there
are any), who voluntarily support the Constitution. It therefore
furnishes no legal evidence that anybody supports it voluntarily.

So far, therefore, as voting is concerned, the Constitution, legally
speaking, has no supporters at all,

And, as matter of fact, there is not the slightest probability that
the Constitution has a single bona fide supporter in the country.
That is to say, there is not the slightest probability that there is a
single man in the country, who both understands what the Con-
stitution really is, and sincerely supports it for what it really is.

The ostensible supporters of the Constitution, like the ostensible
supporters of most other governments, are made up of three classes,
viz.: 1. Knaves, a numerous and active class, who see in the gov-
ernment an instrument which they can use for their own aggrandize-
ment or wealth. 2. Dupes — a large class, no doubt — each of whom,
because he is allowed one voice out of millions in deciding what he
may do with his own person and his own property, and because he
is permitted to have the same voice in robbing, enslaving, and
murdering others, that others have in robbing, enslaving, and
murdering himself, is stupid enough to imagine that he is a “free
man,” a “sovereign”; that this is “a free government”; “a govern-
ment of equal rights,” “the best government on earth,”™ and such
like absurdities. 3. A class who have some appreciation of the evils
of government, but either do not see how to get rid of them, or do
not choose to so far sacrifice their private interests as to give them-
selves seriously and earnestly to the work of making a change.

III.

The payment of taxes, being compulsory, of course furnishes no
evidence that any one voluntarily supports the Constitution,

1. It is true that the theory of our Constitution is, that all taxes are
paid voluntarily; that our government is a mutual insurance com-
pany, voluntarily entered into by the people with each other; that
each man makes a free and purely voluntary contract with all others
who are parties to the Constitution, to pay so much money for so

bSuppose it be “the best government on earth,” does that prove its own good-
ness, or only the badness of all other governments?

23S
among whom knowledge, wealth, and the means of acting in con-
cert, have become diffused; and who have invented such weapons
and other means of defense as to render mere physical strength
of less importance; and by whom soldiers in any requisite number,
and other instrumentalities of war in any requisite amount, can al-
ways be had for money, the question of war, and consequently the
question of power, is little else than a mere question of money. As
a necessary consequence, those who stand ready to fumish this
money, are the real rulers. It is so in Europe, and it is so in this
country,

In Europe, the nominal rulers, the emperors and kings and
parliaments, are anything but the real rulers of their respective
countries. They are little or nothing else than mere tools, em-
ployed by the wealthy to rob, enslave, and (if need be) murder
those who have less wealth, or none at all.

The Rothschilds,® and that class of money-lenders of whom they
are the representatives and agents—men who never think of lending
a shilling to their next-door neighbors, for purposes of honest in-
dustry, unless upon the most ample security, and at the highest

rate of interest — stand ready, at all times, to lend money in un-
limited amounts to those robbers and murderers, who call them-
selves governments, to be expended in shooting down those who
do not submit quietly to being robbed and enslaved.

They lend their money in this manner, knowing that it is to be
expended in murdering their fellow men, for simply seeking their
liberty and their rights; knowing also that neither the interest nor
the principal will ever be paid, except as it will be extorted under

°[It is obvious from the context that Spooner intended no particular animus
toward the Rothschilds by citing them in relation to the financing of various
regimes in a number of military adventures in that time. They are men-
ro:& mainly because of their greater familiarity among a number of such
international financiers. One is reminded that not all the enterprises of
these money lenders were necessarily successful, as there were losers as
well as winners in these State combats; the loan of the French house of
Erlanger to the Confederacy in the American Civil War, and that of the
Austrian branch of the Rothschilds to the Austrian government and its swift
defeat by Prussia in the Seven Weeks' War of 1866, may be cited as ex-
amples. And, of course, the Rothschilds met their match in such operations
on more than one occasion; see, for example, the accounts in Otte Wollf's
Ouvrard: Speculator of Genius (New York: David McKay, 1962). There is
a vast literature on this subject. '

Spooner overlooked a striking development in this area, the discovery of
the possibilities involved in fiat money operations by the State as an escape
from the restraints imposed by a privately-controlled specie-backed money
system. The Lincoln government’s issuance of greenbacks was the most suc-
cessful example of the moment when Spooner was writing. Of course, in
modern times, with the evolution of managed money, the State no longer
need depend on financial houses, but is limited only by the amount of paper
and ink, and public confidence, insofar as it can manufacture claims on
production an m..maa:a them in the market place in competition with the
citizenry for such goods and services as its om_nnmﬁu require. ]
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tection, say to him that that is our business, and not his; that we
choose to protect him, whether he desires us to do so or not; and
that we demand pay, too, for protecting him. If he dares to inquire
who the individuals are, who have thus taken upon themselves the
title of “the government,” and who assume to protect him, and
demand payment of him, without his having ever made any con-
tract with them, say to him that that, too, is our business, and not
his; that we do not choose to make ourselves individually known to
him; that we have secretly (by secret ballot) appointed you our
agent to give him notice of our demands, and, if he complies with
them, to give him, in our name, a receipt that will protect him
against any similar demand for the present year. If he refuses to
comply, seize and sell enough of his property to pay not only our
demands, but all your own expenses and trouble beside. If he re-
sists the seizure of his property, call upon the bystanders to help
you (doubtless some of them will prove to be members of our
band). If, in defending his property, he should kill any of our
band who are assisting you, capture him at all hazards; charge him
(in one of our courts) with murder; convict him, and hang him.
If he should call upon his neighbors, or any others who, like him,
may be disposed to resist our demands, and they should come in
large numbers to his assistance, cry out that they are ull rebels and
traitors; that “our country” is in danger; call upon the commander
of our hired murderers; tell him to quell the rebellion and “save
the country,” cost what it may. Tell him to kill all who resist,
though they should be hundreds of thousands; and thus strike
terror into all others similarly disposed. See that the work of murder
is thoroughly done; that we may have no further trouble of this
kind hereafter., When these traitors shall have thus been taught our
strength and our determination, they will be good loyal citizens
for many years, and pay their taxes without a why or a wherefore.

It is under such compulsion as this that taxes, so called, are paid.
And how much proof the payment of taxes affords, that the people
consent to support “the government,” it needs no further argument
to show.

2. Still another reason why the payment of taxes implies no
consent, or pledge, to support the government, is. that the taxpayer
does not know, and has no means of knowing, who the particular
individuals are who compose “the government.” To him “the gov-
ernment” is a myth, an abstraction, an incorporeality, with which
he can make no contract, and to which he can give no consent, and
make no pledge. He knows it only through its pretended agents.
“The government” itself he never sees. He knows indeed, by com-
mon report, that certain persons, of a certain age, are permitted to
vote; and thus to make themselves parts of, or (if they choose)
opponents of, the government, for the time being. But who of them
do thus vote, and especially how each one votes (whether so as to
aid or oppose the government), he does not know; the voting being

each other’s faces, or know each other’s names; who could not
then, and cannot now, identify each other as principals in the trans-
actions; and who consequently can prove no contract with each
other, 33

Furthermore, the money was all lent and borrowed for criminal
purposes; that is, for purposes of robbery and murder; and for
this reason the contracts were all intrinsically void; and would
have been so, even though the real parties, borrowers and lenders,
had come face to face, and made their contracts openly, in their
Own proper names.

Furthermore, this secret band of robbers and murderers, who
were the real borrowers of this money, having no legitimate cor-
porate existence, have no corporate property with which to pay
these debts. They do indeed pretend to own large tracts of wild
lands, lying between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and between
the Gulf of Mexico and the North Pole. But, on general principles
of law and reason, they might as well pretend to own the Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans themselves; or the atmosphere and the sun-
light; and to hold them, and dispose of them, for the payment of
these debts.

Having no corporate property with which to pay what purports
to be their corporate debts, this secret band of robbers and murder-
ers are really bankrupt. They have nothing to pay with. In fact,
they do not propose to pay their debts otherwise than from the pro-
ceeds of their future robberies and murders. These are confessedly
their sole reliance; and were known to be such by the lenders of
the money, at the time the money was lent. And it was, therefore,
virtually a part of the contract, that the money should be repaid
only from the proceeds of these future robberies and murders. For
this reason, if for no other, the contracts were void from the begin-
ning.

In fact, these apparently two classes, borrowers and lenders, were
really one and the same class. They borrowed and lent money from
and to themselves. They themselves were not only part and parcel,
but the very life and soul, of this secret band of robbers and murder-
ers, who borrowed and spent the money. Individually they fur-
nished money for a common enterprise; taking, in rctumn, what
purported to be corporate promises for individual loens. The only
excuse they had for taking these so-called corporate promises of,
for individual loans by, the same parties, was that they might have
some apparent excuse for the future robberies of the band (that is,
to pay the debts of the corporation), and that they might also
know what shares they were to be respectively entitled to out of
the proceeds of their future robberies.

Finally, if these debts had been created for the most innocent
and-honest purposes, and in the most open and honest manner, by
the real parties to the contracts, these parties could thereby have
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object of which is to declare that no action shall be brought to
enforce contracts of the more important class, unless they are put
in writing, and signed by the parties to be held chargeable upon
them.d 16

The principle of the statute, be it observed, is, not merely that
written contracts shall be signed, but also that all contracts, except
those specially exempted — generally those that are for small
amounts, and are to remain in force but for a short time — shall be
both written and signed.

The reason of the statute, on this point, is, that it is now so easy
a thing for men to put their contracts in writing, and sign them,
and their failure to do so opens the door to so much doubt, fraud,
and litigation, that men who neglect to have their contracts — of
any considerable importance — written and signed, ought not to
have the benefit of courts of justice to enforce them. And this reason
is a wise one; and that experience has confirmed its wisdom and
necessity, is demonstrated by the fact that it has been acted upon
in England for nearly two hundred years, and has heen so nearly
universally adopted in this country, and that nobody thinks of re-
pealing it.

We all know, too, how careful most men are to have their con-
tracts written and signed, even when this statute does not require
it. For example, most men, if they have money due them, of no
larger amount than five or ten dollars, are careful to take a note for

9I have personally examined the statute books of the following States, viz.:
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecti-
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee,
Kentucky, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Texas, Arkansas,
Missouri, Jowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, Nevada, On—:.cz..mw. and
Oregon, and find that in all these States the English statute has been re-
enacted, sometimes with modifications, but generally enlarging its operations,
and is now in force.

The following are some of the provisions of the Massachusetts statute:

“No action shall be brought in any of the following cases, that is to
say: . ..

“To charge a person upon a special promise to answer for the debt,
default, or misdoings of another: . . .

“Upon a contract for the sale of lands, tenements, hereditaments, or of
any interest in, or concerning them; or

“Upon an agreement that is not to be performed within one year from
the writing thereof:

“Unless the promise, contract, or agreement, upon which such action is
brought, or some memorandum or note thereof, is in writing, and signed by
the party to be charged therewith, or by some person thereunto by him
lawfully authorized.”

“No contract for the sale of goods, wares, or merchandise, for the price
of fifty dollars or more, shall be good or valid, unless the purchaser accepts
and receives part of the goods so sold, or gives something in earnest to
bind the vﬁﬁ&:. or in part payment; or unless some note or memorandum
in writing of the bargain is made and signed by the party to be charged

thereby, or by some person thereunto by him lawfully authorized.”

get the money I was after, and now I propose to keep it. If you
expected me to pay it over to you, you relied only upon that honor
that is said to prevail among thieves. You now understand that that
is a very poor reliance. I trust you may become wise enough to
zever rely upon it again. If I have any duty in the matter, it is
to give back the money to those from whom I took it; not to pay
it over to such villains as you. 2.9
XIIL

On general principles of law and reason, the oaths which for-
eigners take, on coming here, and being “naturalized” (as it is
called), are of no validity. They are necessarily given to nobody;
because there is no open, authentic association, to which they can
join themselves; or to whom, as individuals, they can pledge their
faith. No such association, or organization, as “the people of the
United States,” having ever been formed by any open, written,
authentic, or voluntary contract, there is, on general principles of
law and reason, no such association, or organization, in existence.
And all oaths that purport to be given to such an association are
necessarily given only to the winds. They cannot be said to be
given to any man, or body of men, as individuals, because no man,
or body of men, can come forward with any proof that the oaths
were given to them, as individuals, or to any association of which
they are members. To say that there is a tacit understanding among
a portion of the male adults of the country, that they will call them-
selves “the people of the United States,” and that they will act in
concert in subjecting the remainder of the people of the United
States to their dominion; but that they will keep themselves per-
sonally concealed by doing all their acts secretly, is wholly in-
sufficient, on general principles of law and reason, to prove the
existence of any such association, or organization, as “the people
of the United States”; or consequently to prove that the oaths of
foreigners were given to any such association.

XIvV.

On general principles of law and reason, all the oaths which,
since the war, have been given by Southern men, that they will

obey the laws of Congress, support the Union, and the like, are of
no validity. Such oaths are invalid, not only because they were ex-
torted by military power, and threats of confiscation, and because
they are in contravention of men'’s natural right to do as they please
about supporting the government, but also because they were given
to nobody. They were nominally given to “the United States.” But
being nominally given to “the United States,” they were neces-
sarily given to nobody, because, on general principles of law and
reason, there were no “United States,” to whom the oaths could be
given. That is to say, there was no open, authentic, avowcd, legiti-
mate association, corporation, or body of men, known as “the United
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VL 1y

It is no exaggeration, but a literal truth, to say that, by the Con-
stitution—not as I interpret it, but as it is interpreted by those who
pretend to administer it—the properties, liberties, and lives of the
entire people of the United States are surrendered unreservedly
into the hands of men who, it is provided by the Constitution it-
Mm:. shall never be “questioned” as to any disposal they make of

em.

Thus the Constitution (Art. I, Sec. 8) provides that, “for any
speech or debate (or vote), in either house, they (the senators
and representatives) shall not be questioned in any other place.”

The whole law-making power is given to these senators and
representatives (when acting by a two-thirds vote)®; and this
Huuc_%mmoz protects them from all responsibility for the laws they
make.

The Constitution also enables them to secure the execution of all
their laws, by giving them power to withhold the salaries of, and
to impeach and remove, all judicial and executive officers, who
refuse to execute them.

Thus the whole power of the government is in their hands, and
they are made utterly irresponsible for the use they make of it.
What is this but absolute, irresponsible power?

It is no answer to this view of the case to say that these men
are under oath to use their power only within certain limits; for
what care they, or what should they care, tor oaths or limits, when
it is expressly provided, by the Constitution itself, that they shall
never be “questioned,” or held to any responsibility whatever, for
violating their oaths, or transgressing those limits?

Neither is it any answer to this view of the case to say that the
particular individuals holding this power can be changed once in
two or six years; for the power of each set of men is absolute during
the term for which they hold it; and when they can hold it no
longer, they are succeeded only by men whose power will be equally
absolute and irresponsible.

Neither is it any answer to this view of the case to say that the
men holding this absolute, irresponsible power, must be men
chosen by the people (or portions of them) to hold it. A man is
none the less a slave because he is allowed to choose a new master
once in a term of years. Neither are a people any the less slaves
because permitted periodically to choose new masters; What makes
them slaves is the fact that they now are, and are always here-
after to be, in the hands of men whose power over them is, and

eAnd this two-thirds vote may be but two-thirds of a quorum—that is two-thirds

of a majority—instead of two-thirds of the whole.

seem to expect that 1, and all with whom I act, will swear to carry
this Constitution into effect. I am therefore ready to take this oath,
and to co-operate with all others, similarly selected, who are ready
to take the same oath. 27

This is the most that any member of Congress can say in proof
that he has any constituency; that he represents anybody; that his
oath “to support the Constitution,” is given to anybody, or pledges
his faith to anybody. He has no open, written, or other authentic
evidence, such as is required in all other cases, that he was ever
appointed the agent or representative of anybody. He has no writ-
ten power of attorney from any single individual. He has no such
legal knowledge as is required in all other cases, by which he can
identify a single one of those who pretend to have appointed him
to represent them.

Of course his oath, professedly given to them, “to support the
Constitution,” is, on general principles of law and reason, an oath
given to nobody. It pledges his faith to nobody. If he fails to ful-
fil his oath, not a single person can come forward, and say to him,
you have betrayed me, or broken faith with me.

No one can come forward and say to him: I appointed you my
attorney to act for me. I required you to swear that, as my attorney,
you would support the Constitution. You promised me that you
would do so; and now you have forfeited the oath you gave to me.
No single individual can say this.

No open, avowed, or responsible association, or body of men,
can come forward and say to him: We appointed you our attorney,
to act for us. We required you to swear that, as our attorney, you
would support the Constitution. You promised us that you would
do so; and now you have forfeited the oath you gave to us.

No open, avowed, or responsible association, or body of men,
can say this to him; because there is no such association or body
of men in existence. If any one should assert that there is such an
association, let him prove, if he can, who compose it. Let him
produce, if he can, any open, written, or other authentic contract,
signed or agreed to by these men; forming themselves into an as-
sociation; making themselves known as such to the world; appoint-
ing him as their agent; and making themselves individually, or as
an association, responsible for his acts, done by their authority.
Until all this can be shown, no one can say that, in any legitimate
sense, there is any such association; or that he is their agent; or that
he ever gave his oath to them; or ever pledged his faith to them.

On general principles of law and reason, it would be a sufficient
answer for him to say, to all individuals, and all pretended as-
sociations of individuals, who should accuse him of a breach of faith
to them:

I never knew you. Where is your evidence that you, either in-



‘SUOT|fW [BI2AIS
JO Quo Ajuo ST 9DJ0A SI| ¢siojsuut umasa asay} Bujsooyd uj 90104 ¥ PIMO[[E
§1 O JUy3 ‘[PNpIATPU UT S¢ ‘URW AUR 0) 3} SI enfeA ajqeraidde juym jO,

‘Apoqou jo syuaBe oy A[[ear are ‘Apoq
-k10A9 Jo ‘ordoad oty jo sjuae papuajaxd asoyy 3e saaoxd 30ef SIUL,
‘soAnryuasaidar Jo sjuaBe paf[ed-0s IR jO SIO® asawy 10§ a[qisuods
-1 WoY) p[oY PUE ‘SI0}I[3 [ENPIAIpUT 9 0} 2wI0d UEd ‘ssa18uoD
jo spe 4q ‘fuadord 10 uosiad sty ur pamfur oq Aew oym [enp
-Afput ou Jng ‘wry pejueid dAey | zomod 9 Jo SyUI[ Oy} UNPIM
s oy se Suo[ 0s ‘wa op Avur aY soum[ur Aue 10§ suosiad 19O
asoyy 03 o[qisuodsar jesAur ayBul Aquaesseoeu Aqaieqy ‘JrosAux
UBl} UoW I9YI0 JO sontadoxd 10 suosiad 913 19A0 [ I® zomod Aue
10 “Tomod 9n[osqe 1A M Juade Aur se ‘unry paysnnul ARy [ I
'y 03 paysnnul oAey I Jomod oy JO SR G} UTRLM SUOP s0¢ sTYq
[te 103 oqusuodsax jasAur axyewt Aquressaoou ] ‘Aowiope 10 quofe
quealas Aur st uew ® J| 'S10® 19U} 10§ [qrsuodsal SIA[SIMO e
J0U Op aMm JBY} ‘ST UOSEAI JEIR PUY ‘saanguasaidar 1ou ‘slourone

‘suafe ‘SUBAISS INO IOYIRU oIe AIY} UOSBAI ISTROUT [ms 104
Jouo a[qisuodsar pue paju| B 10 U0 aqqrs
-uodsa11 pue 9IN[OSqE UB IT SBA\ SPUBEY ST oqur jnd ] p1p Jemod
jeym ‘st uopsenb A[uo oyJ, ‘'IouUMO 10 juafe ‘JuUBAIOS 10 JI9ISEW
wry pajed I IyIaym gousprodwr OU JO ST 3F PUY 'OAE[S ® §B WY
0 jjosAw oAef pue ‘reysew Awr uny pEM I ‘esAw 19A0 zomod
o[qisuodsaunr ‘eynjosqe uny oavd [ j1 ‘Auedoxd oy wny oaed 1
‘Ayradoud Aur 100 19mod oqqisuodsart ‘aynjosqe uny oAed [ JI "oAn
-pyuasaadax 10 ‘Aourone “uafe queAlds Aw 108u0[ ou s1 9y ‘aw 03
oqisuodsan pue ‘aw £q 9[qE[[oQUOdUN WY opeur [ I ‘spuey sy W
somod |re nd pue ‘wny payutodde [ ey souepodws vu JO SI I
"sjov SIy 10 aw 03 9[qisuodsen pue ‘aw Aq I[qe[jonuUoUN ‘awny
awes 93 je ‘eq pue ‘aanjejuaserdar 10 ‘Aouropne Quafe Quealas
Aw 9q uEd UBW ON ‘UOHDIPEQUOd B ‘ANPINSqE UE SIA[OAUL UOH
-BIe[Iap SIY3 g ‘saanyejuasaidal pue ‘sdowro)ne ‘sjuafe ‘sjUBAIAS INO
Aquo axe Aoy Aes Loy, ‘Kjradoxd se sn umo 03 10 ‘s19)seW 1IN0 aq
0} 19Y}1@ WL PUE ‘JULISISUOD 3q JOU JITP ‘SN IIAC UOIUTUWIOP J[qIs

-uodso1] pue 9)n[osqe SIY} 9SI0IAXA PUB WITE[D OYM UaW 3saty IN{
‘SN 19A0 AJLIOYINE OU jO §1 “Yons se [ Iy} pue
‘s1o3seUI 1MO J0u a1e Loy ‘Airadoxd se sn umo jou op A3y JI ‘ME] N0
ST [\ J19Y) pue ‘sIejsewl Ino ore Aoy ‘Ayredoxd se sn umo Aoy
j1 “fredoxd se sn umo Aayj 9snedaq aq A[uo ued 3 ‘wioty $9A13
-1 Jo uonejerdiojur Yy 03 Surpi0doE — UORNIRSUOD Y} YIryMm
“omod Supjeuw-me] ajqisuodserny pue anjosqe jery ATy ssa1guoD)
‘910j01911 JI “IOYIO I INOYIM ISIXO URD JSRIAN IO A su
-Ajduny A[uresseoau 9uUO Y ‘[EORUIP! AIB OM] AYJ, UOIUIWOP LS
-uodsan ‘enjosqe jo JyBu oy sy Auadoxd jo yBu ayy pue ‘fyradoxd

30 yBu 9y st uouTLOp ajqisuodsain pue anjosqe jo Y3 Y],
ya[qsuodsaLt pue 9njosqe ‘aq 03 st sAem[e

bl

‘019Y GUI JUIS OYM UIUI I ‘I9YJOUE JO UOSEAI JUIOS 10§ pUE ' saeig
pejru) 9y} jo UOQMINSUOY I3, Se AQUNOD AR ul JO ujods ua3jo
ST 31 ‘SSO[OHOASN 'SUESUI JT JEYM MO 0 puejaxd mou 10 1 mus
USAD IOASU ‘SIOUFO 9Y} PUB 9WI IOf PIJOA OYM 9501 JO Jaqumu
js98I1e] Ay} yonw SSaqNOp pue 91 peax 1A suosiad may v}
uf PeQuod B st ‘uoneSnqo Aus peY I9AdU pue ‘uorjednqo ou
sey Apueredde pue ‘ApoqAue 4Aq pouds 1oaau sem 3] ‘ofe sreak
£ySre dn umerp sem ey 1oded ureyred © jueaw SI SNy Ag 'SI€IS
peru) 9y Jo uoyNIRsuo) Ay yroddns o, @ouasaxd s 19130 yoEa Ul
yeo ue 9xe} ‘uoyBurysep jo LD o IE 1opaBoy Jurwoo uo ‘[im
‘pajoayes os suosiad oY) [[B 38R ‘9I9Y UL JUBS OYM IS0 fuowre pooys
-1opun st j] ‘Anunod oy jo syred 19O UL P[RS Aprepruzrs suos
-1od JI9URO YIIM }IFOUOD UT JO¥ 0} 9I9Y MOU W ] Je uoneudisap e
yons jo amuta £q A[uo ST 31 puy ‘uosiad auo 930 Lue ueyy IBGUINU
108re[ ® 3sea] 38 10 ‘Afuolewr ® pey I ITQ@ payodar s1oA19991 Y}
_‘ssa18u0)) Jo Joquiaut, ® [[ed A9l J8YM 10§ U9ATS sSnI $310A 321038
oy jo Ing "ApeIdas JuOp sBM Surqy epoym oy Jo0j ‘afpapmouy
ou oAvy ] ‘s9j0A 9591} I5BO OYM ‘A[ENpIATPUI ‘BI9M USWL B OYM
‘930A PIP A[[eMO® SUMNOJ-99Iy} 10 SPINR-OM) J[BY-9UO Pl read
-de pnom 31 ‘930a 03 peytuuad a1em (pasoddns st 1) oym oun
-s1p Awr uy, suosiod o[EUI JO IOQUMU S[OYM I JO ofpamowy 359q
Au1 03 Surp1000E puUE ‘(YONOA JOUUED | ‘I9AMOY ‘Aysauoy 10 LovInd
-0 9SOUM I0J) S3J0A JO SI9AJ0I ISAP JO spodax oy 03 Jurpiod
-0y °"pojs[es oIe pueq 9y JO SuUade pUE SIOPO JOHO [[B YOIM
Aq sseooxd 121095 sures oy £q asodind yeyy 103 pajuiodde SaA[as
-WOY} OTe OYM ‘USUI UTEMS0 AQ PIjunod pue PaAIadar aq 03 poois
-1opun a1v Aoy], ‘wety Sunisodep Ul PAPIULIOD UI}JO DIV SPNEL
jea1d jeyp pasoddns Arerauad sp 3] BuUMOW| JO SUBAUI OU JABY oM
“ou 10 ajeINdoR are sjrodar asay IPPRYM ‘paysiqnd A[[euoisesdo
ST ‘S9QIBO0[ JUSIAFIP Ul ‘Iaquunu §s0I8 X 2q 0 syrodand yeym
10 ‘$9J0A 12109s 9597} JO laquunu sso1d oy, ‘Bureq ewn oy} 10§ N
YaIM 308 0} 9S00YD OYM IS0 M ITefe asodway oid A[a1aur € S

‘uoneziuvSio jususured ¥ Sutaq jo peaysur ‘pueq o ey aa0id 03
Surpuey sny ‘reak 0} reak woxj APeaid sourea ‘wary jo junodde Auw
OABY 9M SB JBj 0§ ‘S9)0A }0I09S 95 JO Iaqumu AYJ, ‘pueq ayj jo
sjusfe 10 S190j0 oy 10§ AREI0as 53104 MO FutalB Aq “z1a 91 aaoad
10 ospioxe ueo Aqueupio Aoy yorym up epowr Auo Iy ur ‘dys
-toquow [enjor IR ‘9a01d Apuenbasuocd 10 ‘9510I9Xd 19A9 ‘pur(
91 JO SIAQUIdW BWI00aq 03 panruuad suy) 918 OYM [[¥ JO ‘SHLNOJ
-9011} ‘59580 QWIOS UI ‘IO ‘SPITR-0M) ‘J[BY U0 UEBY) 10Ul JOU Afensn
yep sweedde 31 Ing ‘s:oqueur 9q 03 papppwdad are ‘YuIq udaIoj
jo suosiad usAe (soseo ureyrao ur) pue ‘Ayradord jo sjunowre ure)
-390 (senmeoo] swos ur) pue ‘suopardwiod urerad Buraey ‘Anumod
o u woq ‘suoszod o[ewr v JUR poojsiapun A[[erousd os[e s
3] ‘stequieuwr oq wed ‘spremdn pue sread suo-fjuamy jo ade ayy jo
‘suoszod o[ew Jnq ouou Je ANunod oy ur poojsapum Af(rieuad

7°C




1t, then, nobody is individually responsible for the acts of Con-
gress, the members of Congress are nobody’s agents. And if they
are nobody’s agents, they are themselves individually responsible
for their own acts, and for the acts of all whom they employ. And
the authority they are exercising is simply their own individual
authority; and, by the law of nature—the highest of all laws—any-
body injured by their acts, anybody who is deprived by them of
his property or his liberty, has the same right to hold them in-
dividually responsible, that he has to hold any other trespasser
individvally responsible, He has the same right to resist them,

and their agents, that he has to resist any other trespassers.
VIL. 2 0

It is plain, then, that on general principles of law and reason—
such principles as we all act upon in courts of justice and in com-
mon life—the Constitution is no contract; that it binds nobody, and
never did bind anybody; and that all those who pretend to act by
its authority, are really acting without any legitimate authority at
all; that, on general principles of law and reason, they are mere
usurpers, and that everybody not only has the right, but is morally
bound, to treat them as such.

If the people of this country wish to maintain such a govem-
ment as the Constitution describes, there is no reason in the world
why they should not sign the instrument itself, and thus make
known their wishes in an open, authentic manner; in such manner
as the common sense and experience of mankind have shown to
be reasonable and necessary in such cases; and in such manner as
to make themsclves (as they ought to do) individually responsible
for the acts of the government. But the people have never been
asked to sign it. And the only reason why they have never been
asked to sign it, has been that it has been known that they never
would sign it; that they were neither such fools nor knaves as they
must needs have been to be willing to sign it; that (at least as it
has been practically interpreted) it is not what any sensible and
honest man wants for himself; nor such as he has any right to im-
pose upon others, It is, to all moral intents and purposes, as desti-
tute of obligation as the compacts which robbers and thieves and
pirates enter into with each other, but never sign.

If any considerable number of the people believe the Constitu-
tion to be good, why do they not sign it themselves, and make laws
for, and administer them upon, each other; leaving all other persons
(who do not interfere with them) in peace? Until they have tried
the experiment for themselves, how can they have the face to
impose the Constitution upon, or even to recommend it to, others?
Plainly the reason for such absurd and inconsistent conduct is that
they want the Constitution, not solely for any honest or legitimate
use it can be of to themselves or others, but for the dishonest and

2.5

So far as I am concerned, then, these two, tnree, or five thousand
persons are a secret band of robbers and murderers, who have
secretly, and in a way to save themselves from all responsibility for
my acts, designated me as their agent; and have, through some
other agent, or pretended agent, made their wishes known to me.
But being, nevertheless, individually unknown to me, and having
no open, authentic contract with me, my oath is, on general prin-
ciples of law and reason, of no validity as a pledge of faith to them.
And being no pledge of faith to them, it is no pledge of faith to
anybody. It is mere idle wind. At most, it is only a pledge of
faith to an unknown band of robbers and murderers, whose instru-
ment for plundering ad murdering other people, I thus publicly
confess myself to be. and it has no other obligation than a similar
oath given to any other unknown body of pirates, robbers, and
murderers,

For these reasons the oaths taken by members of Congress, “to
support the Constitution,” are, on general principles of law and
reason, of no validity. They are not only criminal in themselves,
and therefore void; but they are also void for the further reason
that they are given to nobody.

It cannot be said that in any legitimate or legal sense, they are

given to “the people of the United States”; because neither the
whole, nor any large proportion of the whole, people of the United
States ever, either openly or secretly, appointed or designated these
men as their agents to carry the Constitution into effect. The great
body of the people—that is, men, women and children—were never
asked, or even permitted, to signify, in any formal manner, either
openly or secretly, their choice or wish on the subject. The most
that these members of Congress can say, in favor of their appoint-
ment, is simply this: Each one can say for himself:

1 have evidence satisfactory to myself, that there exists, scattered
throughout the country, a band of men, having a tacit understand-
ing with each other, and calling themselves “the people of the
United States,” whose general purposes are to control and plunder
each other, and all other persons in the country, and, so far as they
can, even in neighboring countries; and to kill every man who shall
attempt to defend his person and property against their schemes
of plunder and dominion. Who these men are, individually, 1 have
no certain means of knowing, for they sign no papers, and give
no open, authentic evidence of their individual membership. They
are not known individually even to each other. They are apparent-
ly as much afraid of being individually known to each other, as
of being known to other persons. Hence they ordinarily have no
mode either of exercising, or of making known, their individual
membership, otherwise than by giving their votes secretly for
certain agents to do their will. But although these men are in-
dividually unknown, both to each other and to other persons, it is
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2.2

body must be responsible for the acts of these pretended agents;
and if they cannot show any open and authentic credentials from
their principals, they cannot, in law or reason, be said to have any

principals. The maxim applies here, that what does not appear,
does not exist. If they can show no principals, they have none.

But even these pretended agents do not themselves know who
their pretended principals are. These latter act in secret; for acting
by secret ballot is acting in secret as much as if they were to meet
in secret conclave in the darkness of the night. And they are per-
sonally as much unknown to the agents they select, as they are to
others. No pretended agent therefore can ever know by whose
ballots he is selected, or consequently who his real principals are.
Not knowing who his principals are, he has no right to say that he
has any. He can, at most, say only that he is the agent of a secret
band of robbers and murderers, who are bound by that faith which
prevails among confederates in crime, to stand by him, if his acts,
done in their name, shall be resisted.

Men honestly engaged in attempting to establish justice in the
world, have no occasion thus to act in secret; or to appoint agents
to do acts for which they (the principals) are not willing to be
responsible.

The secret ballot makes a secret government; and a_secret gov-
ernment is a secret band of robbers and murderers. Open despotism
is better than this. The single despot stands out in the face of all
men, and says: 1 am the State: My will is law: I am your master:
I take the responsibility of my acts: The only arbiter I acknowledge
is the sword: If any one denies my right, let him try conclusions
with me.

But a secret government s little less than a government of assas-
sins. Under it, a man knows not who his tyrants are, until they
have struck, and perhaps not then. He may guess, beforehand,
as to some of his immediate neighbors. But he really knows nothing.
The man to whom he would most naturally fly for protection, may
prove an enemy, when the time of trial comes.

This is the kind of government we have; and it is the only one
we are likely to have, until men are ready to say: We will consent
to no Constitution, except such an one as we are neither ashamed
nor afraid to sign; and we will authorize no government to do any-
thing in our name which we are not willing to be personally re-
sponsible for.

IX.

What is the motive to the secret ballot? This, and only this:
Like other confederates in crime, those who use it are not friends,
but enemies; and they are afraid to be known, and to have their
individual doings known, even to each other. They can contrive to
bring about a sufficient understanding to enable them to act in
concert against other persons; but beyond this they have no confi-
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dence, and no friendship, among themselves. In fact, they are en-
gaged quite as much in schemes for plundering each other, as in
plundering those who are not of them. And it is perfectly well
understood among them that the strongest party among them will,
in certain contingencies, murder each other by the hundreds of
thousands (as they lately did do) to accomplish their purposes
against each other. Hence they dare not be known, and have their
individual doings known, even to each other. And this is avowedly
the only reason for the ballot: for a secret government; a govern-
ment by secret bands of robbers and murderers. And we are in-
sane enough to call this libertyl To be a member of this secret
band of robbers and murderers is esteemed a privilege and an
honor! Without this privilege, a man is considered a slave; but
with it a free man! With it he is considered a free man, because
he has the same power to secretly (by secret ballot) procure the
robbery, enslavement, and murder of another man, and that other
man has to procure his robbery, enslavement, and murder. And
this they call equal rights!

If any number of men, many or few, claim the right to govern
the people of this country, let them make and sign an open compact
with each other to do so. Let them thus make themselves individ-
ually known to those whom they propose to govern. And let them
thus openly take the legitimate responsibility of their acts. How
many of those who now support the Constitution, will ever do
this? How many will ever dare openly proclaim their right to
govern? or take the legitimate responsibility of their acts? Not
onel

X.

It is obvious that, on general principles of law and reason, there
exists no such thing as a government created by, or resting upon,
any consent, compact, or agreement of “the people of the United
States” with each other; that the only visible, tangible, responsible
government that exists, is that of a few individuals only, who act
in concert, and call themselves by the several names of senators,
representatives, presidents, judges, marshals, treasurers, collectors,
generals, colonels, captains, etc., etc.

On general principles of law and reason, it is of no importance
whatever that those few individuals profess to be the agents and
representatives of “the people of the United States”; since they can
show no credentials from the people themselves; they were never
appointed as agents or representatives in any open, authentic man-
ner; they do not themselves know, and have no means of knowing,
and cannot prove, who their principals (as they call them) are in-
dividually; and consequently cannot, in law or reason, be said to
have any principals at all.

It is obvious, too, that if these alleged principals ever did appoint
these pretended agents, or representatives, they appointed them



